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Dear Friends,

The past couple of months have been extremely busy, but also rewarding! While the needs of our 
clients have changed, HIV has not gone away. And our mission continues to be to “end the epidemic.” 
We need to ensure potential clients, and the public, understand the services the Alliance provides for 
prevention and connections to treatment. They need to know that we are here for them and will meet 
them where they are. 
 In order to do that, one of our priorities is to increase awareness of the Alliance in our communities. 
Two Wall Street Journal supplements detailed the perpetuation of HIV/AIDS and our prevention and 
intervention services. Our website was redesigned to enable visitors to easily access our services.  
And I had the opportunity to appear on WAMC and a Times Union podcast to talk about the Alliance 
for World AIDS Day. 
 Fred Astaire Dance Studios of Saratoga and Albany had a wonderful dance event and gave a portion 
of the funds to the Alliance. We were there and our message was shared with live interviews aired on 
WTEN and WNYT. We are so appreciative of the studios’ generosity! 
 Our ability to expand our programs in the areas of outreach and prevention, harm reduction, and 
services for people living with HIV has been enhanced through recent grants. Increased outreach 
will focus on LGBTQ+ individuals, especially in rural areas, to engage and connect them to health 
services. We will be providing comprehensive services to those living with HIV who are fifty years 
and older. And we will be expanding our successful harm reduction services to additional counties. 
 We could not accomplish our mission without the dedication of our staff. They have been flexible 
in adapting to change as we have restructured departments, expanded, and improved services for 
our clients. During recent weeks, they have also been trained on providing MPV education and using 
Narcan in emergency situations. I am continually impressed with the passion and care our staff puts 
into their work. They are the reason we are able to meet people where they are with compassion and 
empathy. I couldn’t be more proud of them.
 My sincere thanks also go to our Board of Directors, and the community that supports the work 
we do. You are the ones who enable us to improve the lives and communities we serve.
 Please follow us on social media and visit our new website at allianceforpositivehealth.org     

Sincerely,

B. Kim Atkins, Executive Director
Alliance for Positive Health

B. Kim Atkins
FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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As some were reuniting with loved ones after the 
easement of COVID-19 restrictions, yet another 
health obstacle was thrown at our communities—
MPV or M-Pox. Cases began to appear domestically 
in May 2022 with outbreaks occurring throughout 
Northeastern New York soon after. 

It was very clear that this virus was extremely 
transmittable and was highly focused within 
certain populations; the LGBTQ+ community and 
those living with HIV or AIDS. According to the 
CDC 40% of all M-pox cases involved someone 
with HIV. 

The Alliance For Positive Health quickly reacted  
by collaborating with the New York State 
Department of Health to provide the first 
vaccination clinics in Albany county! During 
the first clinic we helped vaccinate over 60 
individuals who were at highest risk, with the 
help of our mobile testing van. In the weeks to 
follow we expanded coverage by partnering with 
ROCKS bar to continue offering weekly walk-in 
appointments.

To find more details concerning our response to 
MPV, including upcoming vaccination dates and 
information please visit our website.

MPV Response
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MEET OUR NEW  BOARD MEMBER

Yvette Kelly

Yvette Kelly, LMHC, is the Director of Children Services and Healthcare 

Innovation at the McSilver Institute. She has over 25 years of experience 

working with children and families and has been a licensed mental health 

counselor for 17 years. She has served as an instructor and field placement 

supervisor in a graduate-level counseling program for the past 15 years.

Yvette has extensive clinical and supervisory experience. She also has 

experience developing effective business strategies to contain costs while 

ensuring quality services. Yvette has served in a variety of roles over the 

years, including Clinician, Supervisor, Quality Improvement Coordinator 

and Director of Children’s Mental Health Services.

 

Bridging clinical and business practices, Yvette assists clinical and peer 

service providers throughout New York to develop competencies for 

enhancing organizational efficiencies with high quality services. Her 

areas of expertise include clinical services for youth and families, mental 

health documentation, strategies for effective supervision, quality 

improvement, revenue cycle management and managed care.

 

Yvette received a Master of Science in Education degree from The College 

of Saint Rose.

We had the opportunity to sit down with Anthony recently to hear about 

his experience with the Alliance. We encourage you to take a few minutes 

to hear Anthony talk about what the Alliance has done for him and how it 

has impacted his life.

watch the video at: https://youtu.be/rhbe_qBASMk

Anthony S., Albany

4

https://youtu.be/rhbe_qBASMk


5

Roy

Harold

William

Tyrone

Shane

Clay

Lois

Russel

Diana

Robert

Warren

Paul

Roy

Anna

Marty

Anna

Mary

Bernard

Robin

Anna

Jon

Sterling

Russell

Shannon

Christeen

World AIDS Day

On World AIDS Day, we also paused to 
remember the 25 Alliance for Positive 
Health clients who lost their lives since 
the pandemic began, in 2020. 

Since 1988, World AIDS Day has been dedicated to raising awareness of the AIDS epidemic caused by the 
spread of HIV, and mourning those who have passed because of the disease. While we have seen vast 
improvements in the treatment and prevention of HIV, we still have NO cure. 84 million infections, 40 
million HIV-related deaths, and approximately 34 million individuals globally are living with the HIV virus. 

Coming out of isolation after the pandemic, one of the biggest challenges we face is to reconnect those who 
have lapsed on their viral suppressive medication. Northeast New York is no exception, from our on-going 
communication with clients, several deterrents that limit care are transportation and healthcare access. 

On World AIDS Day, December 1, 2022, The Alliance For Positive Health recommited to linking those back 
to care with our free HIV/AIDS services; transportation, housing, care coordination, healthcare access, 
HIV preventative services, and harm reduction. We were able to share our message through interviews on 
WAMC and the Times Union’s Eagle Podcast.

CHANGE MATTERS

Did you know that your spare change can help the 
Alliance? It can!

We now have a round-up program that allows you 
to round up your credit card purchases to the next 
dollar—all to benefit our programs.

It’s easy to get started and takes no work once it is set 
up. 

Scan the code to  
get started or visit 
bit.ly/RoundUpEndHIV.
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Welcome new staff members!* 

Monica Barrera (she/her) 
Public Health Specialist, Albany 

KC Boone (she/her) 
Care Coordinator, Albany

Cole Feliciano Colón (it/its/itself) 
PAWH Community Support Specialist, 
Albany 

Lauren Gentile (she/her)  
PAWH Care Mgr., Albany 

Francis Grandis (they/them) 
Testing Counselor, Albany

Shambria Hanson (she/her) 
Care Coordinator Asst., Hudson 

Kim Kelley (she/her) 
Harm Reduction Specialist, Glens Falls 

Traevon Ludd (he/him)  
Public Health Specialist, Albany 

Christina Murell (she/her) 
Care Coordinator, Hudson 

James Schadt (he/him) 
Corrections Health Specialist, Albany

Skyler Sullivan (she/her) 
Corrections Health Specialist, Plattsburgh

Victoria Tanner (she/her) 
Care Coordinator Asst., Glens Falls 

Christie Tomala (she/her) 
Care Coordinator, Glens Falls 

Tonya Van Allen (she/her) 
HIAP Enrollment Specialist, Hudson/Albany

Congratulate Promotions & Transfers!* 

Kristin Beattie (she/her) 
Program Mgr. PAWH & RW Transportation, 
Albany 

Kaylee Besaw (she/her) 
Operations & Finance Specialist, Plattsburgh

Kevina Burgess (she/her) 
Health Homes Care Coordinator, Albany 

Gabrielle Draper (she/her) 
Program Mgr. Harm Reduction, Albany

Kris Holmes (she/her) 
Harm Reduction Specialist, Albany

Hanna DeLucia (she/her) 
Corrections Health Initiative Program Mgr, 
Albany

Rachel Field (she/her) 
Asst. Health Homes Program Mgr., Glens Falls

Kristen Lewis (she/her) 
Program Mgr. Health Homes, Glens Falls 

Dayana Reyes Longo (she/her) 
Health Homes Care Coordinator, Glens Falls

Heather Mattison (she/her) 
Harm Reduction Coordinator, Glens Falls

Olivia Ortiz (she/her) 
HOPWA Housing Coordinator, Albany

Danielle Patterson (she/her) 
Housing Retention Specialist, Albany

Cheer Red Ribbon Winners!*

Emma Sobocinski (she/her) 
Senior Accountant

Denise Dupigny (she/her) 
Asst. Dir. of Health Homes

Kaylee Besaw (she/her) 
Operations & Finance Specialist

Celebrate Anniversaries! (January-March)

23 YEARS  
Diana Aguglia (she/her), Deputy Executive Dir. 

Staff Milestones January-March 2023

(cont. on page 11)* Through March 20
6
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HIV & AGING

Kristin Beattie (she/her), Program Manager PAWH & RW Transportation

One of our new grants enables us to provide 
comprehensive services for people living with HIV/
AIDS who are over the age of 50.

Why is this important? 
In 2021, people over the age 50 with HIV made up 
46.8% of the over half a million clients served by the 
Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program (RWHAP) nationally. 
Older adults living with HIV face additional aging-
related challenges such as the development of 
chronic conditions like cardiovascular disease, lung 
disease, obesity, and more. Stigma and isolation 
may keep older adults from disclosing their HIV 
status or engaging in HIV care. Furthermore, racial 
disparities and social determinants of health such as 
poverty, lack of insurance, food insecurity, and lack 
of transportation can negatively impact HIV-related 
health outcomes for this population.

Who will it help? 
Older adults (50 and older) living with HIV in Alliance 
for Positive Health’s 17 county catchment area with 
a focus on engaging marginalized communities 
such as LGBTQIA+ and BIPOC elders who experience 
disparities accessing HIV and medical care.

What are we going to do? 
Alliance for Positive Health is one of 9 providers 
across the state, and one of only 3 community-based 
organizations to be awarded funding for our People 
Aging with HIV (PAWH) pilot project. AFPH will be 
providing specialized care management services to 
older adults (50+) living with HIV including care 
coordination across multiple specialties, technology 
coaching, health education, social support groups, 
peer support services, and referrals for additional 
wrap-around supports. 

We sat down with Kristin Beattie, Program Manager for the new People Aging with HIV grant, to learn more 
about the program:
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What advice would you give on working here?

One of the BIGGEST reasons I joined was the 
longstanding reputation of the Alliance and 
the culture I experienced during my first few 
months. Everyone truly is working here because 
they want to make a difference and it shows.

What three words would you use to describe 
yourself?

Curious, compassionate, and always wanting to 
learn more (okay, maybe a few more words) 

What are your hobbies?

Hiking, kayaking, playing soccer, and making 
time to travel or have new experiences.

What is your favorite thing to do?

Chasing severe storms in spring and summer

Where did you grow up?

I grew up on Long Island and moved here to get 
a degree in meteorology at UAlbany. Ironically, 
I started volunteering at the Alliance through 
Project Hope back in 2010!

What is something about yourself that people would 
be suprised to learn?

I have been living with stage IV colorectal cancer 
for nearly 5 years.

How long have you worked at the Alliance?

I started in the summer of 2022 as the 
Communications and Development Specialist.

What about the work appeals to you?

Being able to affirm the lives of those who face 
countless struggles and stigma. I love developing 
innovative marketing campaigns to connect to our 
donors, engage the community with education, and 
meet with our clients who share their unique stories 
of life before, and during the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

What does a typical day at work entail?

Engaging those across our social media platforms, 
designing any number of campaigns focused on 
our mission, facilitating our message throughout 
NE NY, updating our website, and creating 
opportunities to affirm the lives of those living with 
or at risk of getting HIV or AIDS.

What do you find most challenging?

We service over 3,000 individuals each year with 
many specific programs and services, so taking on 
this role entails learning A LOT.

What is your favorite work-related event?

Without a doubt Dining Out for Life. I’ve been a 
volunteer ambassador since 2016 and it combines 
two great things - volunteering and great FOOD.

What is your proudest moment at the Alliance?

Being able to work directly with leadership on 
improving the way we communicate our message. 
Having the ability to add creative touches to our 
new website, our recent rebranding efforts, and 
sitting down with clients who share their life story 
and how the Alliance has dramatically helped them.

JONNY PUGLIA 
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The Alliance has been awarded two new grants 
for the LGBTQ+ communities covering the Capital 
Region south to Columbia/Greene Counties and 
Warren/Washington north to Plattsburgh.

The funding is intended to support our LGBTQ+ 
communities (primarily of color) to improve access 
to health care and supportive services to enhance 
and stabilize lives with housing, nutrition, sexual 
health, reduce stigma, and increase the number of 
trained providers to deliver sensitive and affirming 
care to individuals and families.

The overall goals of the initiative are:

•  Improve health outcomes and quality of life  
for LGBTQ individuals and families;

•  Expand health promotion and access to care;

•  Increase linkage and engagement in behavioral 
health services;

•  Promote access to prevention and support 
services;

•  Improve quality and appropriateness of LGBTQ 
health and human services;

•  Enhance LGBT cultural competency for health 
and human service providers;

•  Eliminate bias and discrimination based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity among health and 
human service providers in NYS;

•  Increase access to educational opportunities for 
LGBT individuals;

•  Expand program models that support 
mentorship, employment, and life skills training;

•  Expand resources to improve access to housing 
and decrease housing discrimination; and

•  Provide technical assistance in program and 
organizational development and enhance the 
capacity of LGBT service providers.

Ifeachor Potts  (she/hers), Program Manager

LGBTQ+ GRANTS
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CORRECTIONS HEALTH INITIATIVE

Vanessa Cappon (she/hers), Program Manager

We sat down with Vanessa Cappon, Program Manager for the new Corrections Health initiative, to learn 
more about the program:

What is the Corrections Health Initiative? 

The Corrections Health Initiative is the new name 
for  Criminal Justice Initiative/Services

What do we do as part of the Initiative? 

We are providing quality, culturally competent 
medical care and support services to individuals 
living with HIV and/or Hepatitis C while 
incarcerated and post release. Additionally, we are 
providing HIV/STI/HCV peer training, education 
and support to the incarcerated population.

Who will it help?

These services can have a trickledown effect. 
We work directly with the individuals who 
are incarcerated.  For our Peer Education 
programming, the goal is for those who receive 
the training from our team to then provide 
similar training to their peers in the facility. 
Furthermore, the information that is received 
from our participants is commonly shared with 
loved ones back at home via letters, family visits 
and phone calls. Once released from incarceration, 
our team can continue working with individuals 
living with HIV to provide linkage services in the 
community. We are also able to work with their 
partners, friends, family, loved ones (community 
associates) to ensure they are connected to any 
needed services as well.

1010



Saturday, Sept. 2, 2023

Development Updates

The 20th Annual Dining Out For Life® is back and in-person for 2023! 
This event has been a favorite of staff, donors, volunteers, and clients 
for many years. It has also raised a lot of money for the Alliance! We 
are currently securing restaurants and volunteers to help make this 
year’s Dining Out For Life® a big success! 

Interested in volunteering?  
Please contact Jonny Puglia at  
jpuglia@alliancefph.org.  
 

10 YEARS  
Denise Dupigny (she/her),  
Asst. Dir. of Health Homes 

8 YEARS  
Don Ray (he/him),  
Linkage Specialist

5 YEARS  
Vanessa Cappon (she/her),  
Senior Program Mgr.

4 YEARS 
Gail Hinkel (she/her),  
Care Coordinator 

Bridgid Murnane (she/her),  
Corrections Health Supv.

Meagan Strack (she/her),  
Program Mgr.

3 YEARS 
Teresa Goodman (she/her),      
Executive Asst.

Esther Patterson (she/her),  
Program Mgr.

2 YEARS 
Kaylee Besaw (she/her),  
Operations Asst.

Colin Coughlan (he/him),  
Transportation Coordinator

Olivia Ortiz (she/her),  
Housing Coordinator

Emma Sobocinski (she/her), 
Senior Accountant

1 YEAR 
Jada Harden (she/her),  
Care Coordinator

Susan Jones (she/her),  
Client Support Specialist

Alyssa Lewoc (she/her),  
Program Mgr.

Gedalia Nunez (she/her),  
Care Coordinator Bilingual

Staff Milestones

We are excited to announce that this year’s party will be held on 
Saturday, September 2nd at the home of Do-Hee Kim & Joshua Bary 
in Athens.

Guests will enjoy gourmet food, live entertainment, and a silent 
auction—all in a perfectly gorgeous garden setting.

For more details, including 
participating restaurants,  
please visit bit.ly/DOFL518

(cont. from page 6)

Thursday, April  27, 2023
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If we made an error, or you would like to be added or removed from our 
email list, or have ideas for future articles, please contact our Development 

Department at 518.434.4686 or development@alliancefph.org.

Positive+ Connections is a publication of the Alliance for Positive Health. ©2023
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927 Broadway, Albany, NY 12207 
518.434.4686

HUDSON
160 Fairview Ave, Suite 910, 
Hudson, NY 12534
518.828.3624

GLENS FALLS
13 Chester St, Glens Falls, NY 12801
518.743.0703
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202 Cornelia St, Plattsburgh, NY 12901
518.563.2437

SCHENECTADY
155 Erie Blvd, 2nd Floor, 
Schenectady, NY 12305
518.346.9272

allianceforpositivehealth.org

Woman’s History Month

21-25th  
LGBTQ Health Week

31st  
International Transgender 
Day of Visibility

“ This place has been my life saver!! I 
really love the people who run this 
organization!! They have the biggest 
hearts! heart heart heart”

- Jennifer Henderson

Upcoming Dates

National Minority Health Month
National STI Awareness Month

10th  
National Youth HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Day 

18th  
National Transgender HIV 
Testing Day

26th  
Lesbian Visibility Day

Asia Pacific Heritage Month
Mental Health Awareness Month

15th  
National Hispanic Hepatitus 
Awareness Day 

17th  
International Day Against 
Homophobia

19th  
Hepatitus Testing Day 

National Asian & Pacific Islander 
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day

22nd  
Harvey Milk Day

24th  
Pansexsual & Panoromatic 
Visibility Day
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